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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, SREF, BG, BM 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON MUSLIMS FLEEING BANGLADESH 

WE HAVE PREPARED THE FOLLOWING CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE 
FOR USE ON AN IF-ASKED BASIS. TO DATE, THOUGH, WE HAVE 
RECEIVED NO PRESS INQUIRIES ON THE SUBJECT. ADDRESSEES ARE 
AUTHORIZED TO DRAW ON THE GUIDANCE IN DISCUSSIONS WITH 
HOST GOVERNMENT OFEICIALS. BEGIN GUIDANCE: 
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Q: ARE REPORTS TRUE THAT MORE THAN 70,000 MUSLIMS OF SOUTH 
ASIAN ORGIN HAVE BEEN FORCED OUT OF BURMA INTO BANGLADESH? 

A: WE KNOW THAT MANY THOUSANDS OF PERSONS FROM BURMA HAVE 
RECENTLY ENTERED SOUTHERN BANGLADESH FROM BURMA’S ARAKAN 
STATE, BUT WE DO NOT KNOW HOW MANY. THE BANGLADESHIS SET 
THE NUMBER AT ROUGHLY 100,000, MANY MORE THAN THE FIGURE 
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GIVEN BY THE GOVERNMENT OE BURMA. 

Q: WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE? 

A: THE PEOPLE ARE SOUTH ASIAN MUSLIMS, MOST OE WHOM HAD 
MIGRATED EROM WHAT IS NOW BANGLADESH TO BURMA. THE 
BANGLADESHIS CLAIM THAT MOST HAVE LIVED IN BURMA EOR GENERA- 
TIONS, WHIT E THE BURMESE SAY THEY ARE RECENT IMMIGRANTS. 

Q: ARE THEY BEING EORCED OUT OE BURMA? 

A: THE GOVERNMENT OE BURMA SAYS IT IS REQUIRING UNDOCU- 
MENTED, RECENT IMMIGRANTS WHO ARE NOT CITIZENS OE BURMA 
TO LEAVE. AS INDICATED ABOVE, THE GOVERNMENT OE 
BANGLADESH CLAIMS THEY ARE LONGTIME RESIDENTS OE BURMA 
AND SHOULD REMAIN. 

Q: IS THE U.S. GOVERNMENT DOING ANYTHING ABOUT THIS? 

A: WE ARE AWARE OE THE ISSUE AND ARE NATURALLY CONCERNED 
OVER THE HUMAN SUEFERING INVOLVED. WE WOULD HOPE THAT 
THE TWO GOVERNMENTS CAN RESOLVE THE PROBLEM BETWEEN THEM- 
SELVES. REPRESENTATIVES OE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
HAVE VISITED THE AREA TO DETERMINE IE THERE IS NEED FOR 
INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE. NEITHER GOVERNMENT HAS ASKED EOR 
OUR ASSISTANCE. END GUIDANCE. VANCE 
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